San Antonio Mission (near Jolon) Founded 
July 14, 1771, by the Franciscan Fathers 
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$30,000 Monterey County High School, King City 


IN GENERAL 


J HE PURPOSE of this folder is to dissemi- 
nate a bit of accurate information abouta 
section of the Golden State which deserves the 
investigation of every prospective settler, namely, 
the portion of Monterey County from Soledad 
to Bradley. 


Southern Monterey County is one of the por- 
tions of California where the greater part of the 
land is still held in large estates, and today it 
offers one of the best prospects for the invest- 
ment of capital in these large holdings, and their 
subdivision and sale, of any section of the Golden 
State. The influx of settlers that will naturally 
result from the great Panama-Pacific Exposition 
at San Francisco in 1915 means an unprecedented 
demand for small farms in all sections of the 
State. And the section where such farms are 
available at reasonable prices will experience a 
wonderful growth. 


The principal products of this section are 
grain and stock. Mammoth indeed are the cattle 
ranches, from which many train loads of cattle 
are shipped each year, It is no unusual sight to 
see a thousand head of cattle being driven from 
one ranch for shipment, And at each station of 
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the railroad the traveler will note the long ware- 
houses, each of them having a capacity of several 
thousand tons, some as high as ten thousand tons, 
which are for the storage of the surplus barley 
and wheat raisedhere. And five thousand to ten 
thousand centals of barley is not an unusual crop 
for one grower. 

But the subdivision-irrigation virus has begun 
to take. By irrigation it has been found that an 
average of five crops of alfalfa can be cut from 
the valley land in one season, which will average 
one and one-half tons per acre. By one irrigation 
a year, the finest kind of apples, peaches, apricots, 
prunes, plums and almonds may be produced. 
And the wonderful capabilities of the land which 
formerly produced from ten to fifteen centals of 
barley a year are thus demonstrated. At present 
there are only about 20,000 acres of the section 
embraced by this folder under irrigation, while 
the total amount of irrigable land in the section 
is estimated at from 100,000 to 150,000 acres. 


TRANSPORTATION 
The principal agricultural region of Southern 
Monterey County—the Salinas Valley—is tra- 
versed by the Coast Line of the Southern Pacific 
Railway. Most of the Ona points may ke 


Reservoir, Irrigating 100 Acres of Alfalfa, Near King City 
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Drying Peaches, Greenfield 
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reached by passengers by automobile stage. San 
Francisco is the great market for the products of 
this section and is distant 145 miles from Soledad 
and 195 miles from Bradley. 

The solid concrete State Highway, now 
under construction, extending through the dis- 
trict, will greatly facilitate the marketing of our 
produce, and influence a considerably greater 
amount of travel. 

POWER 

Until three years ago all irrigation that was 
carried on was by means of the steam or gasoline 
pumping plant. At that time the hydro-electric 
power line of the Coast Valleys Gas & Electric 
Company was extended up the Salinas Valley as 
far south as King City. The San Joaquin Light 
& Power Company’s line is extended from the 
south as far as San Miguel (12 miles from Bradley). 
This line will soon tap Bradley, San Ardo, San 
Lucas, and possibly the Jolon country. This will 
furnish electric service throughout the entire 
Salinas Valley. 


LAND VALUES 


In large tracts land may be purchased at from 
$15 to $200 per acre. That it may not be mis- 
understood, however, much of the land is in such 
large tracts that it requires a considerable amount 
of capital to handle. But in every instance where 
a large tract has been purchased and subdivided, 
it has brought the investor a very profitable re- 
turn, and at the same time has provided a num- 
ber of homes which are owned by a contented 
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people because of the real advantages of such 
homes. Many of such places could not be pur- 
chased at $500 per acre. In general, lands in the 
outlying districts, suitable for grazing and dry 
farming, may be had at from $5 to $20 per acre, 
depending upon proximity to the railroad; and 
fruit, farm and dairy land, in tracts that are at 
present being subdivided, may be had at from 
$50 to $300 per acre. 


CLIMATE 

The climate of California in general is world 
renowned. This section does not claim to have 
the best and most equable climate in the State, 
but there is no section of the State where the cli- 
mate has a more invigorating and strengthening 
effect or where one can enjoy every day in 
the year better than here. In winter it gets just 


cool enough to put that vim into a man that 
makes him want to get out and do things. And 
in summer, what would otherwise be a hot cli- 
mate is tempered by the trade winds which come 
in from the Pacific ocean. Absolutely no malaria 
or other such diseases. 


RAINFALL 


The mean average seasonal rainfall for the 
section, according to records kept for many 
years, is about 10 inches. The quality of the land 
is such that it will produce a crop on a much 
smaller amount of rainfall than that required by 
many sections. 
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Dairy Herd--Near Soledad. 
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WSTEL CORE 


King City is the largest, and the only incor- 
porated city, in the section. Comparatively few 
years ago it consisted of a few megs hacks wooden 
buildings situated on each side of a ‘‘main street’’ 
which was a wud hole inthe rainy season, and 
from which arose a stifling cloud of dustin the 


summer time. 

But a few years ago there was an awakening, 
due to the introduction of irrigation in the valley, 
better service in the matter of transportation, and 
prospecting for oil by the Standard and other com- 
panies, King City being the base of supplies. In 
February, 1911, it was incorporated as a city of 
the sixth class, and now ‘The City of King,”’ 
which is the municipal name for King City, is one 
of the live wires of the State when it comes to 
civic pride and progress. The old-time ‘‘main 
street’? has been converted into a macadamized 
street along which, in place of many of the ram- 
shackle buildings, have grown up substantial struc- 
tures of brick or concrete. The street is now bor- 
dered on each side by concrete sidewalk, built on 
official grade, and in many places the building of 
concrete sidewalk has extended into the residence 
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district. Where, in the good old days hung heavily 
at night time the cloud of darkness, relieved only 


by the occasional dim light of the coal oil wick, 
there are now clusters of brilliant Mazdas, whose 
presence alone is an unmistakable sign of progress. 

In addition to the marked improvement of the 
main business street during the past few years, 
numerous homes, a type of whichis shown in photo 
engraving, have sprung into existence. Recently 
a number of cottages have been built for rental 
purposes, in all of which instances the same have 


been rented before they were completed. There is 

not a vacant house in town. King City has two of 

the best appointed hotels of their size in the State ; 

a bank; two large department stores, employing 
from twelve to fifteen persons in each; two live 
newspapers and printing establisments; two gar- 
ages; two meat markets; two grocery stores; one 
gentlemen’s furnishing store; one candy factory ; 
one cigar factory; one furniture store; one drug 
store; one theatre; two jewelry stores; one livery 
stable; two harness shops; two blacksmith shops; 
three restaurants; two oil distributing stations; 
one lumber yard; a hay warehouse of four thousand 
tons capacity ; a grain warehouse of eight thousand 
tons capacity; and other business establishments, 

King City has three churches—the Baptist, 
Episcopal and Catholic—each denomination having 
its own building. 

Educational advantages here are the best, as 
there is a grammar school having five teachers, 

; now held in the new concrete grammar school 
building, erected three years ago at a cost of 
$20,000. Five years ago King City succeeded in 
getting a county high school located here. The 

? first year it was opened in temporary quarters with 
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Typical King City Residence 
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$20,000 Grammar School, King City 


rather small attendance, but it is now held ina 
commodious new structure, finished for the opening 
of school two years ago, at a cost of $30,000, and the 
attendance is about seventy-five pupils. It is 
located on a six-acre tract of land, and is within 
the corporate limits of the city. 

The Salinas Valley at this point is about eight 
miles wide, hence King City isin the center of a 
large irrigable acreage. During the past two years 
the Coburn tract, located just north of the city, 
has been subdivided and put under irrigation, and 
is fast becoming the comfortable home of a colony 
of prosperous dairymen, as a number of buildings 
have already been erected, more are now being 
built, and still more are contemplated. What was 
formerly the Orcutt ranch, located just outside of 


the city, and growing every year thousands of sacks 
of barley, has been partially put under irrigation, 
and is on the market in tracts as small as forty 
acres. 

King City is the logical business center of an 
area embracing Priest Valley, thirty-five miles 
eastwardly, and extending westwardly to the 
Pacific Coast, a distance of fifty miles. 

Range land values in this district are from $5 
to $20 per acre. Farm and dairy land which is 
irrigable or under irrigation is obtainable at from 
$50 to $300 per acre owing to locality. The Coburn 
tract, above mentioned, was sold at from $200 to 
$250 per acre, ineluding water right. City lots in 
King City may be had in the residence portion for 
from $100 to $400, the lots generally being 50x150 


feet. Business lots may be purchased at from $500 
to $2000, depending upon proximity to the business 
center. 


Soledad 


Soledad is the second largest town in the sec- 
tion. It is located twenty miles north of King 
City, on the line of the Southern Pacific railway. 
The principal industries of the contiguous territory 
are grain growing, sugar beet culture and dairying. 
Soledad has the only alfalfa meal mill in this part 
of the State. Here alfalfa hay is ground into meal 
for distribution to sections which do not produce 
this rich clover. Five miles distant from Soledad 
is Paraiso Springs, a mountain resort famous for 
the curative power of its hot springs, which is 
visited each year by many. Soledad Mission, now 
an old relic of the days of the Franciscan fathers, 
is not far distant. The Pinnacles, a place where 
great eruptions from voleanos now extinct have 
wrought wonderful havoe with the mountains, 
changing them into a series of cliffs and caverns, is 
another point of interest only a few miles away. 

Soledad is the business center of a large area, 
and with the further subdivision and intense culti- 
vation of the irrigable lands tributary, is certain to 
have a continual, steady growth. 


Hauling Sugar Beets From Field Near Soledad 
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Greenfield Irrigating Canal Running Full 


Greenfield 


Greenfield is a prosperous community of fruit 
growers and farmers, situated in the center of the 


great Salinas Valley (about fifty miles from Wat- 
sonville). 

The soil of this vicinity is a black, sandy loam 
from three to six feet in depth, underlaid with sand 
and gravel, thus insuring proper drainage, which is 
indispensible in fruit culture. The soil readily re- 
tains moisture when in proper tilth, and is very 
productive. 

This colony owns one of the best water rights 
in the State, consisting of an established priority to 
five thousand inches of the flow of the Arroyo Seco 
river, the water being made appurtenant to the 
land, one share with each acre, and the only cost 
being for the maintenance of the system, which is 
less than fifty cents per acre annually. Improve- 
ments, such as cementing the main canal and con- 
structing cement pipe lines, are being made in the 
system each year. 

This section is naturally adapted to fruit cul- 
ture, the climate, soil and water supply being suited 
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to the production of the very choicest fruit of the 
finest flavor, artistic coloring and excellent keeping 
qualities. ‘his is especially true of the apple. All 
varieties of fruit do well, such as apricots, peaches, 
pears, prunes, plums, cherries and almonds. Al- 
though the orchards are young, it has been demon- 
strated that fruit canbe grown as successfully 
here as anywhere in the State. 


Other crops which can be profitably grown here 
are alfalfa, beans, potatoes, small fruit and vege- 
tables. There are about 2500 acres of alfalfa in 
the colony. 


Land in this locality is selling at a very reason- 
able figure. Unimproved fruit land can be had at 
from $100 to $125 an acre, including water rights. 
Improved tracts can be secured at from $200 to 
$400. The new State Highway is to be built along 
the El Camino Real in the vicinity, and will pass 
directly through the town. The new electric power 


Six Year Old Newtown Pippin, Greenfield 
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Harvesting Grain Near King City 


line has been constructed through this section, and 
is the forerunner of a rapid transit line ffom San 
Francisco to Los Angelee. 


Jolon 


The town of Jolon is located about twenty miles 
southwest from King City, with which daily mail 
connection is made by automobile stage. It is in 
the midst of a fertile region, famous for its wheat 
production, and large cattle raising interests. It 
is the starting point for the Los Burros gold-mining 
region, and the coast country, which, along this 
portion of Monterey county, is a mecca for sports- 
men. Five and one-half miles northwesterly from 
Jolon is the famous old San Antonio Mission, (see 
frontispiece) founded by the Franciscan Fathers 
July 14, 1771—some five years before the Declara- 
tion of Independence was signed. Although the 
old structure is at present practically a ruin, it is 
visited by many persons because of its historic in- 
terest. Up inthe San Antonio river country is a 
most ideal place for one to go to forget business 
eares for at least a fortnight in the year, to fish 
and hunt and loll around entirely free from the 
jingle of the telephone, the buzz of the electric car 
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and the battle line of business. It is a most de- 
lightful place to—just rest. 

The town of Jolon has a good hotel, two stores 
carrying general merchandise, and a large town 
hall which, on many occasions, is made the social 
center for the gathering of people far beyond the 
immediate neighborhood. 


San Lucas 


San Lueas is the next station of importance 
south of King City, distant ten miles. It hasa 
population of about 300 people has two large gen- 
eral merchandise stores, a meat market, a good 
hotel, blacksmith shop and several small stores. It 
has two churches, the Baptist and Catholic, a good 
grammar school, and several lodges are repre- 
sented. The principal products of the surrounding 
country are grain and cattle, of which many car- 
oads are shipped annually. 


Main Canal Under Construction, Greenfield 


Dairy Herd Near San Ardo 


San Ardo 


San Ardo, ten miles farther southward, on the 
Coast Line of the Southern Pacific railway, is an- 
other town with a population of some 300 people. 
It is located on the San Bernardo Rancho, a part of 
which is now under irrigation and is producing 
wonderful crops of alfalfa. ‘The Salinas Valley 
here is about five miles wide, hence, there is a large 
acreage surrounding the town which could be con- 
verted by irrigation into profitable dairy farms. 
The principal products of the contiguous land are 
grain and stock. 


Bradley 


The town of Bradley is located at the junction 
of the San Antonio and Salinas rivers, thirty-three 
miles by rail southward from King City. The Sa- 
linas Valley at this point is very narrow, but above 
the town the valley broadens, forming a rich farm- 
ing district. Bradley is the shipping point for the 
Pleyto and Lockwood country and Indian Valley, all 
of which are large producers of grain and livestock, 
including considerable poultry. The town has one 
large general merchandise store, a hotel, a black- 
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smith shop and garage, andtwo large warehouses 
for the storage of grain and hay. About twenty- 
five miles from here are the Stone Canyon coal 
mines, reached by a branch line of the Southern 
Pacific railway, starting from the main line a few 
miles above Bradley at McKay. Although oil in 
paying quantities has never yet been produced, 
prospecting is still going on near Bradley, and it is 
held by experts that the town may one day become 
the center of a great oil producing territory. 


Parkfield 


Though not mentioned in any available adver- 
tising matter, the town of Parkfieldis the center 
of a rich agricultural district, located in Monterey 
county, about twenty-five miles from Saa Miguel, 
with which itis connected by daily automobile 
stage. It is the social and business center for a 
very prosperous community, whose principal pro- 
ducts are, as with other communities in this sec- 
tion, grain and livestock. Its people are pro- 
gressive, and may be depended upon at any time to 
take up any feasible proposition for better roads 
and kindred subjects. 


Any further information will be cheerfully 
furnished by the Secretary of the King City 
Chamber of Commerce, King City, Cal. 


Orchard Scene, Greenfield 
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FROM 
KING_CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
KING CITY, CAL. 


J. H. Bastedo, King City 


